
MINUTES 
Madison County Mental Health Board 

Meeting Place:  Administration Building 
157 N. Main Street, County Board Room 

Wednesday, January 13, 2016 
 
 

Board Members Attending: Michael Durbin, Nick Petrillo, Walter Hunter, Anthony Traxler, 
and Charlotte Charbonnier 
 
Board Members Absent: Christine Wallace (notified), Edward Pinnell (notified)  
 
Staff Attending: Jennifer Roth and Beth Parente 
 
Ms. Charbonnier called the meeting to order at 4:35 pm. 
 
A motion to approve the November minutes was made by Mr. Hunter and seconded by Mr. 
Durbin. 
 
A motion to approve the December Claim was made by Mr. Hunter and seconded by Mr. 
Durbin. 
 
A motion to approve the January Claim was made by Mr. Petrillo and seconded by Mr. Durbin. 
 
Agency Announcements  
 
Land of Lincoln Legal Assistance Foundation – Ms. Gaff announced their partnership with 
Centerstone of Illinois is going well.  In 2015 they served 236 clients.  Ms. Barnes was also there 
to represent the Land of Lincoln. 
 
Heartlinks Grief Center – Ms.  Cuddeback announced they are starting a grief and loss support 
group in the Alton School District which will meet twice a month.  They are also starting a new 
support group for people who have lost someone due to an addiction.  In November, December 
and January they set records with the highest referrals to date. 
 
Madison County Child Advocacy Center – Ms. Cohan announced their record year high was 
in 2015 with 650 interviews.  They were able to help 11 families during the holidays with 
holiday baskets.  They are possibly trying to add a second interview room and more staffing.  
They are hosting their 11th Annual Trivia Night February 20th at the Fireman’s Hall in 
Collinsville. 
 
Madison County Catholic Charities – Ms. Brown announced that they held two classes in 
November for foster care parents and had a good response.  They are having their annual 
fundraiser at the end of February.   
 
William BeDell ARC – Mr. Rollins announced they are keeping busy and things are going well.  
Surprisingly, they are also receiving state payments in a timely manner.  Like everyone, they are 
following all of the budget action very closely.   
 
Chestnut Health Systems – Mr. Mercer announced they had a soft opening for their Health 
Center wing at the Northgate Location for their medical detox program.  They have also been 
participating in a demonstration pilot for Molina Managed Care and so far the outcome data has 



been very good – providing care and case management for 7 homeless mentally ill men.  He 
anecdotally explained that between those seven men they had approximately 700 hospital 
admissions last year which exemplifies how a few individuals are driving up costs of care 
exponentially.  The goal with managed care paying for intensive case management and services 
through Chestnut is to avoid costly hospitalizations and unnecessary spending.  It also greatly 
improves the lives of seriously mentally ill individuals.   
 
NAMI of SWIL - Ms. Gruneich introduced Priscilla Hammond, a new board member for NAMI 
SWIL.  She is focusing her NAMI advocacy efforts on military families and veterans support; 
working closely with the NAMI vice president, Peter Dodge.  Ms. Hammond and Mr. Dodge 
will be starting two new NAMI Signature Programs in Madison County in 2016:  NAMI 
Homefront, an educational course for military family members and NAMI Peer to Peer.     
 
New Opportunities – Ms. Winte announced they were keeping very busy.  They were able to 
purchase two used lift vans for their clients.   
 
St. John’s Community Care – Ms. Berry announced everything was going well at both adult 
day program locations. They are starting meetings to plan their Surviving Care Giving Event for 
2016.  They have a grant application out currently for providing services to people with early 
memory loss.  St. John’s will also be starting a Cardinal Reminiscence Group for Early Memory 
Loss individuals and their caregivers. This group will begin in March as the 2016 Cardinals 
spring training begins. The group will meet once a month to reminisce and share their fond 
memories of the St. Louis Browns, the St. Louis Cardinals or playing baseball with their friends.  
 
Call for Help – Ms. Cates announced their partnership with SIUE on sexual assault awareness 
was going well.   They are meeting and discussing what to do before and after an assault; as well 
as sexual assault prevention.  They are hosting a fundraiser “Walk a Mile in Her Shoes” on April 
16th at Schranz Park, in Swansea. 
 
Financial Requests 
 
Ms. Roth requested that the Board approve transfer of the Family Advocacy funding in the 
amount of $21,000 to the Madison County Child Advocacy Center; as already approved in the 
FY 2016 Budget and as listed on the executed Agency Agreement signed by both Ms. Cohan and 
Ms. Charbonnier, Board President.  A motion to make the $21,000 transfer was made by Mr. 
Petrillo and seconded by Mr. Hunter. 
 
NAMI of SWIL requested $25,000 in support of their 2016 Community Education, Training & 
Support Groups provided to Madison County residents, including (8) In Our Own Voice 
Presentations, (8) Parent & Teachers as Allies Presentations, (2) Family to Family Trainings, (2) 
Basic Trainings, Subsidizing of Help Line, Printing of (150) Resource Guides, (108/year) 
Support Group Meetings, (2) Spanish Programs, (5) Ending the Silence Programs and all 
pertinent supplies, printing and resources for participants with approximately 2,034 non-
duplicated residents to receive the information.  A motion to approve $20,000 was made by Mr. 
Hunter and seconded by Mr. Petrillo. 
 
The Region 5 Metro East Leadership Council requested $4,500 in support of their 20th Annual 
Recovery Conference to be held October 7, 2016 at Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville.  This 
support helps sponsor the attendance of 375 mental health consumers and family members.  A 
motion to approve $4,500 was made by Dr. Traxler and seconded by Mr. Durbin. 
 



Land of Lincoln Legal Assistance Foundation in partnership with Centerstone requested $24,000 
to continue providing the services provided with the Medical-Legal Partnership Program to more 
individuals.  Working with St. Louis University School of Law and SIUE, the program offers 
legal advocacy and free legal services on such issues as housing, disability discrimination, 
federal and state issued public benefits, education advocacy, legal status and family domestic 
violence for mental health clients on site at Centerstone.  A motion to approve $18,000 was made 
by Mr. Petrillo and seconded by Mr. Hunter. 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
 
Ms. Roth invited everyone to stop by and see the new vestibule area in the Mental Health Board 
suite which has been filled with agency brochures and handouts for the public who come through 
the building.  It has taken a while to pull together the area but it is coming along nicely.  It is 
possible that one more floor display piece will need to be ordered.   
 
Ms. Roth announced that our Board along with St. Clair County Mental Health Board will be 
coordinating the Piecing It All Together, Children’s Mental Health Conference this year; with 
our Board serving as the fiscal agent.  With NAMI IL’s dropping of the coordination due to 
financial constraints of the budget impasse, both Board’s felt the need to step in and keep this 
valuable training going.  We are moving in the direction of more and more of our conferences 
being co-sponsored by our two Boards as we think more regionally and less county by county.  It 
improves all aspects of improving training, service availability and also stretches our dollars 
further.     
 
Ms. Roth is working on the One & Three Year Plan and will have it out as soon as it is complete.  
The picture taken this evening will be including in the updated version.  She and Ms. Parente 
will also be working on the Annual Report and preparing it for mailing.  It is always preferable 
to wait to put our Annual (financial) Report out after getting final figures from the Auditor.  Ms. 
Roth and Ms. Parente have been working diligently to go through all of the FY 15 Agency files 
to finalize/request any missing contractual items.  As soon as that work is completed, they will 
be jumping in to get the year end reporting completed.   
 
Following a meeting the week prior, Ms. Roth announced a partnership with Mr. Miles at 
Madison County Community Development in working on opening a Madison County Office on 
Aging.  She was asked to be a member of this new advisory committee along with other 
providers of aging services such as Senior Services Plus and St. John’s.  The plan is to staff the 
Office with volunteers mainly from AARP and a volunteer coordinator who has some 
background in gerontology from Edwardsville.   
 
Planning efforts are also underway for the Southern Region, Child Abuse Prevention Month 
Kick-off which will be held in April and is being hosted again at the County Administration 
Building.  Ms. Roth is participating in the planning of this annual event.   
 
This quarter, the Mental Health Network Meeting was moved to January 26th from its original 
date of January 12th and she may not be able to attend due to a prior meeting scheduled that 
afternoon.     
 
Annual Meeting Business 
 
As outlined in the current 708 By-Laws, at the Annual Meeting, Board members are to elect new 
officers (every two years), set new committee assignments, review By-Laws, review the One & 
Three Year Plan and transact any business as may properly come before the Board. 



 
A potential slate of new officers was put forth for Board Positions and Committee Assignments.   
After some discussion, a motion to approve the Mental Health Board Member and Committee 
Assignments for March 1, 2016 - February 28, 2018 was approved by Mr. Hunter and seconded 
by Dr. Traxler. 
 
By-Laws having been greatly reviewed and amended two years ago were found to not need any 
changes.   
 
The new One & Three Year Plan, not having yet been completed was not available for review at 
that time.   
 
All official Board business had already been reviewed and approved earlier in the meeting.  With 
no other business on the table, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Hunter and 
seconded by Mr. Durbin at 5:25 p.m.   
   
   


